VOUCHERS AND GIFT CARDS – THE GIFT OF CHOICE?

- New Research from YouGov -

41 per cent of the population of Great Britain would prefer to receive a gift voucher or gift card over a traditional gift, according to a recent survey from YouGov commissioned by The Gift Voucher and Gift Card Association (The VA).  

Regionally, the north of England is a gift voucher and gift card hot spot with respondents showing the greatest preference, whereas Londoners would be the least satisfied with a gift card or gift voucher.

In terms of age, the survey revealed that 35 to 44 year olds, along with those over 55 years old, have a higher preference for gift vouchers and gift cards (55 per cent). Interestingly, however, it is younger people (18 to 24 year olds) in Great Britain that are actually the most likely group to receive gift cards and gift vouchers.

The results also revealed that 76 per cent of women have given a gift voucher compared to 63 per cent of men. Women have also given more gift cards; 49 per cent compared to 34 per cent of men.

Andrew Johnson, director-general of The Gift Voucher and Gift Card Association, commented: “While these results demonstrate that vouchers and gift cards prove to be a popular gift choice for people across each demographic, it is interesting that the older age groups are the most predisposed to receiving them when it is the younger age group that receive the most. Perhaps these findings will make Christmas shopping for parents and grandparents all the more easy by opting for one of the many vouchers and gift cards on the market that offer the choice to cater for their tastes.”
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Notes to Editor:

· All figures, unless otherwise stated, are from YouGov Plc. Total sample size was 2,167 adults. Fieldwork was undertaken between 8th and 10th September 2008. The survey was carried out online. The figures have been weighted and are representative of all GB adults (aged 18+)
· The Va was established as a trade body in 1996 to represent the key players in the £3.2bn corporate gift vouchers, cards and stored value solutions market. It provides an information and reference point for both voucher & gift card suppliers and customers, and is at the forefront of the issues affecting the industry. Its main objective is to raise the profile and use of vouchers & gift cards within the UK, promoting the industry to consumers, businesses, government and other interested parties.

