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- FUTURE PROOF -

THE VA FIFTH ANNUAL CONFERENCE

TUESDAY 22 APRIL 2008

MARRIOTT HOTEL, GROSVENOR SQUARE, LONDON
Following on from the success of last year’s event, The Va will be hosting its fifth annual conference at the London Marriott Hotel, Grosvenor Square, on Tuesday 22 April 2008. This unmissable industry event is suitable for everyone who has an interest in vouchers, gift cards and stored value solutions. 
The Va Conference, which this year is sponsored by 3V Transaction Services will share best practice ideas, discuss issues of mutual concern and allow delegates to learn about developments and innovations that can help grow and develop the incentive and consumer market, which is worth over £3.2 billion in the UK alone.

Among the prestigious industry heavyweights that have been confirmed to speak at this year’s event are Tim Danaher, Editor of Retail Week magazine, who will provide delegates with a detailed overview of the current retail climate and predictions for the future, as well as representatives from John Lewis, Sainsbury’s, Pizza Express, IDT Finance and Coinstar. Adding an international perspective will be Marilyn Bochicchio, President of Paybefore and former President of NBPCA, USA (The Network Branded Prepaid Card Association). 

The running theme throughout the day will be ‘Future Proof’ and topics will include:

· The voucher and gift card market today

· What is prepaid and am I in it?

· Gift Cards – not just for traditional retailers

· Developing and implementing sustainable sales and marketing strategies

· The future of gifting

The market continues to expand and there are now more than 300 different gift vouchers and 75 gift cards available across the retail, travel, leisure and entertainment sectors. Used as personal and corporate gifts as well as in employee and customer incentive programmes, vouchers and gift cards are redeemable against anything from electrical goods, clothing and days out to restaurants, discounted holidays and once-in-a-lifetime experiences. 

Andrew Johnson, Director-General of the Va commented: “Those from the retail, leisure management, restaurant, visitor attraction and entertainment industry might not automatically see themselves as a voucher issuer or gift card provider. However, this conference will dispel these myths about who can or cannot provide or issue vouchers and gift cards and introduce new organisations to the benefits of this expansive market.”

For more details on attending the Va conference, please e-mail For more details on attending the Va Conference, please contact Sarah Kidd on 01344 751613 or email sarah@the-va.co.uk 

-ends-

Notes to Editors:

The Va was established as a trade body in 1996 to represent the key players in the £3bn corporate gift vouchers, cards and stored value solutions market. It provides an information and reference point for both voucher & gift card suppliers and customers, and is at the forefront of the issues affecting the industry. Its main objective is to raise the profile and use of vouchers & gift cards within the UK, promoting the industry to consumers, businesses, government and other interested parties.

The Va operates with three levels of membership. Issuer Membership is available to any organisation that sells gift vouchers, gift cards or electronic codes that can be exchanged for specific goods or services to the value presented on the voucher. Service Membership is open to organisations that provide a support service to the issuer’s voucher, gift card or stored value market, which could include gift card manufacturers or consultation services. Issuer & Service members are eligible for election to the Executive Committee of The Va. Social Membership is available to any company or individual that works within the industry. All members benefit from Va seminars, forums, training courses and social events.
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